
President’s Message 

Since becoming a card-carrying 
rockhound in 1990 I have parked my trailer in a cow 
pasture the first weekend in May, rain or shine.  Why?  
To attend one of the greatest Rockhound events in 
California (and possibly in the West) – the Snyder’s’ 
Pow Wow in Valley Springs, CA.   

The first Snyder’s’ Pow Wow was held in 1975.  
Once just a group of rockhound looking for agate, moss 
opal, serpentine and jasper on the back of the ranch has 
grown into a grand gathering of people who specialize in 
every aspect of rocks, gems and minerals, and a diverse 
community event.  Over 200 dealers and tailgaters from 
all over set up in the huge meadow to sell and display.  
Walk down the aisles and you will find countless non-
profit and community groups who participate in the Pow 
Wow.  Over the years other attractions were added: field 
trips on the ranch, Chuggers Lane (antique engines) and 
Model A trucks and cars, Native American dancers, 
mountain men camp, radio controlled airplanes, Blue 
Grass musicians and a variety of great food.  In May the 
Pow Wow is the place to be.  Area Gem and Mineral 
Clubs make a long weekend of it and camp together in 
the pasture.   

What makes the Snyder’s Pow Wow so special 
is Betty and John Snyder.  For 33 years Betty and John 
have hosted this wonderful weekend.  And as true hosts 
they have made everyone that attends, both dealers and 
guests, feel welcome and that they are having a good 
time.  You are treated like family.  Betty and John not 
only run the Pow Wow they work at it, also.  Betty is at 
the front tent signing in dealers and campers: making 
sure that everything is running smoothly.  John is out and 
about taking care of details, servicing the outhouses, 
emptying garbage, shooing a stray calf back to the other 
side of the fence.  They operate a working cattle ranch 
but it is obvious that the Pow Wow is their work of love.  
Through their years of dedication and efforts with the 
Pow Wow, the Snyders are a great supporter of rock 
hounding and our hobby, and are a promoter of good 
stewardship of the earth and of nature. 

Through the years many future rockhounds have 
been introduced to our hobby at the Pow Wow.  On 
Friday morning a caravan of yellow school busses from 
area schools deliver their students for this very special 
field trip.  People return year after year – bringing their 
children and eventually their grandchildren.  There is a 
lot of good history and good memories at the Pow Wow.  
Ellen Schultz (Past President of CFMS) and her husband 
Carl would do an evening “Rock Concert” and Ellen led 
the worship service in the Old Red Barn on Sunday and 
played hymns on her Triple Octave Shaker Chimes. 

 The Pow Wow has always been special for me.  
For the last several years my wife, Betty, and I have been 
the wagon masters for the combined Ye Old Timers 
Mineral Club and the North Bay Field Trips camp.  Our 
groups have volunteered to help direct traffic at the Pow 
Wow.  “Working” at the Pow Wow has given all of us a 
sense of belonging to this event. 

 I hope that all of you will have a chance to 
attend and enjoy this great rockhound event.  This year 
the Snyder’s Pow Wow is on May 4th  - 6th in Valley 
Springs, CA. 

Dick Pankey     
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The CFMS Newsletter is published eleven (11) 
times a year by the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc., PO Box 1657 Rialto, 
CA 92377-1657. Subscription: $5.50 per year, 
Jan. Through Dec. Not prorated. 

CFMS WEBSITE 

CFMS is accessible at www.cfmsinc.org. Web 
Master is Don Ogden. Editors are invited to 
download articles for their bulletins from this 
website. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER 

 Pat LaRue 
 PO Box 1657   
 Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 (909) 874-5664 (909) 874-7430 Fax 
 Email: bplarue@earthlink.net 
 
TO REPORT A CLAIM: Report claims as soon as 
possible to Pat McDaniel at (800) 400-7288. If no 
one is immediately available, and/or during non-
business and weekend hours, call (800) 252-
4670. 
 

CFMS INSURANCE CONTACT: 
 

 McDaniel Insurance Services, Inc. 
 PO Box 1294 
 Ojai, CA 93024 
 (805) 646-9948 or (800) 400-7288 
 (805) 646-9976 Fax 
 Email: mcins@west.net 
 
 Bud McMillin, Insurance Chair 
 1717 Oakdale Rd., Suite O 
 Modesto, CA 95355 
 (209) 527-8000 work 
 Email: bud.McMillan.b7yj.state farm.com 
 

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER DUE TO 
THE EDITOR BY THE 5TH OF THE MONTH: 

 
 CJ Quitoriano, Editor 
 7968 Elder Ave. 
 Rosamond, CA 93560 
 (661) 256-4303 
 Email: cjq_62@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANYTIME 
 

Send donations for CFMS Scholarship Fund to: 
 
  Pat LaRue 
  PO Box 1657 
  Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 
Send Donations for AFMS Scholarship Fund to: 
 
  Sue Reeves 
  PO Box 1899 
  San Andreas, CA 95249 
 
Send Donation for CFMS Endowment Fund to: 
 
  Pat LaRue 
  PO Box 1657 
  Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 
Send Donations for AFMS Endowment Fund to: 
 
  Pat LaRue 
  PO Box 1657 
  Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 

CFMS CALENDAR 
 
 

March 18-25 Zyzxx Earth Science Seminar 
June 15-17 CFMS Convention & Show 
 
Officers and Committees: Send me event dates and 
due dates to include in this section. 



CFMS NEWSLETTER 
April 2007 

 3

Federation Box Swap                          
 by Michael Kessler, EFMLS 
  
 The Federation Box Swap has continued to grow to the 
advantage of its many participants.  For the past two 
years, the Federation Box Swap has been issuing 
guidelines for swapping specimens through the United 
States Postal Service.  Clubs in 21 states have traded ten 
pounds of material at a time.  Now normally this would 
be a serious expense was it not for the discovery of the 
Flat-Rate Box that the post office hands out for free to 
encourage the use of its services. 
  
This is just a reminder that we still have clubs in several 
states ready to do some trading from their local sites.  
You can find some wonderful material coming from 
across the country. 
  
The guidelines are simple.  Choose a category for your 
trades.  Make it mineral crystals, mineral lapidary, fossils 
or work within several categories.  Follow the packing 
rules of providing appropriate labels of ID and location 
for each specimen.  Put each specimen in its own wrap to 
cushion it and then cushion between specimens.  Let me 
know when you’re packed.  I will find you possible 
trades for your category.  It’s that simple.  Trade once a 
year, or as often as you can accommodate the activity. 
  
We are ready for you to rejuvenate your meetings.  I only 
say to you, send the kind of specimens that you would 
want to receive.  Discuss this with your club members.  I 
am sure folks are ready to do something with the 
duplicate specimens they’ve got sitting around.   
  
When you are ready to suggest trading to your club, send 
for the introductory letter from the Federation Box Swap 
coordinator.  That’s me. 
Michael Kessler 
4 Longfellow Road 
East Stroudsburg , PA  18301 
(570) 421-3113 
Quartz7228@aol.com    re: Box Swap   
  
(editor’s note:  Michael also serves as an Eastern 
Federation Regional Vice President and as their Supplies 
Chairperson.)  AFMS October 2006 newsletter.   
                               

     
 

 

 JUNIORS ACTIVITIES: 
MAKE KIDS YOUR SHOW 

THEME 
By Jim Brace-Thompson, Juniors Activities Chair 

 
To keep our clubs vital and to sew seeds for the future, 
we’re all seeking those elusive younger members, 
particularly kids whose initial spark of interest in a shiny 
pebble might become a lifelong passion and hobby, or 
even career.  But how to get the word out to parents and 
the community and get those kids and their parents to 
attend their first club meeting? 
In the Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, this year we 
decided to make kids our show theme.  We’ve always 
provided the usual assortment of kids activities:  the 
eternally popular grab bags, a free tumble-polished stone 
on entering the show, the spinning wheel for rock prizes, 
sand-sifting, and so forth.  But this year we decided to go 
even further.  There will be a station where kids can 
make fossils with plaster.  Scouting groups have been 
invited, and I’ll be helping one troop earn their Boy 
Scouts Geology badge.  Our Kids Booth co-chair, Lowell 
Foster, has put together four wonderful collections of 
California rocks, minerals, and fossils with information 
on where the specimens came from and how kids can 
find their own, and these collections will be given away 
in special kids-only raffles.  Lowell and the entire club 
will be sponsoring two “Walk Abouts” each day of the 
show, leading kids on tours of the exhibits to point out 
highlights and answer questions.  On entering the show, 
each child will also be given a packet with coloring 
pages, word games, information about their state rock, 
mineral, fossil, and gem stone, and a quiz with 10 
questions that can only be answered by visiting the 
exhibits.  Kids bring their completed quizzes to the Kids 
Booth, where they can exchange them for a free spin on 
the spinning wheel.  We’ll also have club president Ed 
Clark on hand at a mineral identification table.  Finally, 
our club has been involved with the Oxnard and Conejo 
clubs in creating rock box collections for distribution to 
public schools throughout Ventura County, and Donna 
Knapton of the Oxnard club has alerted teachers to come 
see one of the collections at the show, to spread word 
about the show to their students, and to pick up a couple 
of free rocks of their own for their classrooms. 
In our show publicity, we’ve highlighted this year’s 
focus on kids, and the local newspaper has done a terrific 
write-up about it in this morning’s edition.  Does it 
work?  Have we attracted new family members with 
kids?  Well, the show starts in about 24 hours (I’m 
typing fast because I have to run to the fairgrounds for 
set-up!), so I’ll have to let you know in a future column, 
but I can say that the effort so far has been both 
rewarding and—as always—a lot of fun! 
FREQUENTLY ASKED INSURANCE QUESTIONS 
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Is there coverage when our volunteers drive 
their own cars while volunteering for our club? 
(Non-owned Auto Coverage) 
If volunteers are using their own autos in the 
business of the club (such as going to the bank or 
moving a display) and are involved in an at-fault 
accident, they are not only personally liable, but the 
club may also be held liable.  Non-owned auto 
coverage is designed to protect the club in that 
event.  This insurance covers only damages over 
and above coverage provided under other policies 
in force at the time of such an occurrence accident. 
Drivers are responsible for their own liability and 
should carry insurance.  We recommend that you 
ask your automobile insurance agent for at least 
$500,000 CSL (Combined Single Limits) or greater.  
The clubs should not allow an individual to drive on 
behalf of the organization unless it has been 
determined that the individual has at least minimum 
legal limits of coverage.  Only responsible parties 
with auto insurance should be asked to drive their 
own vehicles on behalf of the organization (for 
example: moving displays or trips to banks or 
printers). 
 
Never arrange carpools for others or assign rides, 
this might expose you and your organization to 
greater risk. This is something people may be free 
to do on their own, of course 
 
What about renting a truck for club use?  (Hired 
Auto Coverage) 
The coverage provided when a truck is rented is 
very similar to the non-owned auto coverage.  It 
would be important to remember that the drivers 
liability coverage would be primary (it would apply 
first in the event of a claim) and that the policy 
would not provide physical damage coverage for 
the truck. 
 
What if we hire a bus with a driver for a trip? 
If you hire buses for a trip, obtain a certificate of 
insurance and endorsement naming CFMSI and 
your member group and the officers and volunteers 
of both as additional insured.  The bus company 
has the primary insurance responsibility in this 
case. 
 
Do we need special event insurance if the venue 
has insurance and doesn’t ask us for a 
certificate? 
We find that, although some venues will tell you that 
they have insurance and that you do not need to 
get insurance, they generally do not have coverage 
that will protect your club or its officers and 
volunteers.  Their insurance will almost always 
cover only them, not you. If you can obtain 
something in writing that proves that you are 

covered on their policy, then we would be glad to 
review such documents to provide feedback from 
an insurance perspective. Otherwise, if your event 
has 300 or more in attendance, “special event’ 
coverage must be added to the General Liability 
policy in order to protect your club and its officers 
and volunteers. 
 
Are directors and officers covered by general 
liability for meetings, field trips and scheduled 
special events or do we need to purchase 
Directors and Officers coverage for that? 
Directors, officers and all other volunteers are 
insured persons on the “general liability” policy.  
The “Directors and Officers” policy covers directors 
and officers and volunteers for entirely different 
exposures.  The “general liability” provides for 
protection in the case that the club and its 
volunteers are legally responsible for bodily injury or 
property damage to others. The “Directors and 
Officers” policy provides protection for wrongful acts 
and alleged wrongful acts.  Please see additional 
information on the CFMSI website. 
 
From the desk of Patt McDaniel 

From the Editor 

CJ Quitoriano 

Hello again! 
I don’t know about the rest of the state, but 
in my little part it we went from winter to 
summer in just one weekend! Whew! It was 
HOT today! 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent an article, 
you make the newsletter, you know! 
To the rest of you, COME ON! You know who 
you are, send something, it’s as easy as 
sending me an email with a few lines! 
 
Ray and I went to the Turlock show this last 
weekend, it is put on by the Mother Lode 
Mineral Society, and it ROCKS! Literally! It is 
the best show I have ever been to. I 
demonstrated and sold beads, and Ray 
demoed the sphere machine, we barely had 
time to get a drink of water or a bite to eat! 
It was THAT busy. 
I think that everyone should give big kudos 
to the members of that club, especially to 
Terry and Bud McMillin for creating such a 
successful show!  KUDOS! 
CJ 
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 Safety reminder, 
Cardiac Chain of Survival 
Cardiovascular disease is one of the most common 
causes of death for all ages. Would you know what 
to do if a loved one or co-worker were to suffer a 
heart attack? Learning how and being prepared to 
use CPR is an excellent beginning. However, CPR 
is only one of the links in what is known as the 
Cardiac Chain of Survival. The links in the cardiac 
chain of survival include:  
Early Recognition and Early Access. The sooner 
9-1-1 or your local emergency number is called, the 
sooner early advanced life support arrives.  
Early CPR. Early CPR helps circulate blood that 
contains oxygen to the vital organs until an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is ready 
for use or advanced medical personnel arrive.  
Early Defibrillation. Most victims of sudden 
cardiac arrest need an electric shock called 
defibrillation to restore the heart to a regular 
rhythm. Each minute that defibrillation is delayed 
reduces the victim's chance of survival by about 10 
percent.  
Early Advanced Life Support. This is given by 
trained medical personnel who provide further care 
and transport to hospital facilities. Almost a third of 
the deaths from sudden cardiac arrest could have 
been prevented if an AED had been available for 
immediate use at the time of the emergency. By 
following the links in the Cardiac Chain of Survival 
you can increase the victim's chances of survival. 
To learn more about Adult CPR/AED Training, 
American Red Cross CPR and first aid programs, or 
our health and safety services programs, contact 
your local Red Cross chapter. or American College 
of Emergency Physicians Chain of Survival Home 
Page via the Red Cross on the internet  
Cardiac Arrest 
Sign up for an American Red Cross CPR course. 
Consider these sobering facts: Seventy-five percent 
of all out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occur in the 
home. About 1.25 million people experience a heart 
attack in the U.S. each year; 500,000 of these 
attacks result in death. About 250,000 deaths (that's 
20%!) occur within the first hour of the onset of 
symptoms. More than 160,000 deaths occur before 
the age of 65. An emergency with an infant or child 

(aged 0-8) is more likely to involve a breathing 
problem. To learn more about American Red Cross 
CPR, please contact your local Red Cross chapter.  
Choking 
Did you know that more than 2,800 people die each 
year as a result of choking? This is the time of the 
year when many families and friends get together 
for large meals and good times. Would you be able 
to recognize if a family member or friend started to 
choke? Do you know what activities might lead to 
choking? Here are some common causes of 
choking: Trying to swallow large pieces of poorly 
chewed food. Drinking alcohol before or during 
meals. Alcohol dulls the nerves that aid in 
swallowing. Wearing dentures. Dentures make it 
difficult to sense whether food is fully chewed 
before it is swallowed. Eating while talking 
excitedly or laughing. Eating too fast. Walking, 
playing, or running with food or objects in the 
mouth. These are just some of the causes of 
choking. If you want to learn more about the signals 
of choking or the care needed to give to a person 
who is choking, sign up for a CPR course. Contact 
your local Red Cross chapter for a schedule of 
courses in your area.  
Alzheimer's Risk Factors 
Here is yet another reason (besides protecting your 
heart) to control your blood pressure and 
cholesterol. A study of more than 1,400 people 
published in the June 16, 2001 issue of the British 
Medical Journal concluded that those with high 
cholesterol or blood pressure in middle age had 
greater than double the risk of developing 
Alzheimer's disease when compared to people with 
normal blood pressure and cholesterol. Your 
physician can help you lower your blood pressure 
and cholesterol. 

Chuck McKie CFMS Safety Chairman 2007  
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Summary of the final ruling for collecting fees for 
recreational use of Federal Land managed by the 
BLM. 

The attachment is too lengthy to include in its 
entirety in the CFMS Newsletter so a hyperlink is 
included to allow those who want to know more can 
read the entire ruling. 

John Martin PLAC South 

Permits for Recreation on Public Lands Final 
rule 

SUMMARY: This final rule updates the regulations 
of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) that 
explain how to obtain recreation permits for 
commercial recreational operations, competitive 
events and activities, organized group activities and 
events, and individual recreational use of special 
areas.  

The final rule is needed to remove from the 
regulations inconsistencies with the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (REA), which 
authorizes the Secretaries of the Interior and 
Agriculture to establish, modify, charge, and collect 
recreation fees at Federal recreation lands and 
waters for the next 10 years. 

DATES: Effective date: March 23, 2007. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit inquiries or 
suggestions to Director (250), Bureau of Land 
Management, Room 301-LS, Eastern States Office, 
7450 Boston Boulevard , Springfield , Virginia 
22153 . 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact Anthony 
Bobo at (202) 452-0333 as to the substance of the 
final rule, or Ted Hudson at (202) 452-5042 as to 
procedural matters. Persons who use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may 
contact either individual by calling the Federal 
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at (800) 877-
8339, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The total text of the final ruling is too great to 
include in this newsletter.  The link below is to the 
final ruling text for those interested in more 
information 

http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/info/fed_reg_archives/2
007/february/Rec_permit_final_rule.html 

Federal Register: February 21, 2007 (Volume 72, 
Number 34)] 
[Rules and Regulations]                
[Page 7832-7837] 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Land Management 
43 CFR Part 2930 

RIN 1004-AD68 
[WO-250-1220-PA-24 1A] 

Reprinted from News.bytes, issue 269 - BLM 
California 

John Martin - PLAC South 

*********************************************************** 
 
KNOWING WHERE YOU ARE 
  
Dave Muster, CFMS Field Trip North 
  
            Just recently I spent the day at the BLM in 
Sacramento checking the status of some land.  Everyone 
was helpful.  I had a question about a witness or bearing 
tree and was directed out of the Public room to another 
desk back through a side door.   
            A man came out and greeted me.  We looked at a 
large yellow tag on the wall and I asked him if he had a 
picture of a witness or bearing tree.  He thought for a 
minute and said follow me.  I followed him back into an 
aisle called Tin Pan Alley to a rear cubical and met John 
Carrol.   He is a surveyor who checks and re-locates 
range lines, quarter corners, and witness trees.  He gave 
me a half dozen personal photographs that he had taken 
of them in another state.  He knew a man in the Dept. 
who is currently in the field and said he would try to get 
some tags and a Forest Service boundary marker for me.  
I left.   He called me within 48 hours says he had the tags 
and signs for me which I received now through the 
mail.   I was amazed at how helpful everyone was in the 
BLM. 
            At the corners of every section are brass survey 
monuments.  This tells the township section, range, 
elevation and the direction of the corner.  With the help 
of a measuring device and a range line, one can 
determine where you are standing. 
            There is a yellow tag with a section grid nailed to 
a bearing or witness tree.  A nail hole in the section grid 
will be exactly where the tree is which tells you exactly 
where you are.   
            Witness rocks have information star chiseled into 
them.  Range line trees are engraved into the wood once 
the bark has been blazed.   
            When in the field, a person should have good 
maps.  Finding these markers will help define an exact 
position on the map.   
            I will be having a seminar in the fall.  Maps will 
be read  and  I will draw off of all the resources I can to 
help share this knowledge with you.  I would like to 
thank the CA BLM and Bill Gissler for helping find this 
information.   
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SLIDE, VIDEO AND CD-ROM PROGRAM 
LIBRARY 
by Bill Gissler. CFMS Audiovisual Program 
Librarian 
 
New Library Additions 
 
   A new six disc video educational program 
series entitled "The Nature of Earth - An 
Introduction to Geology" has been added to the 
CFMS program  
library. The program series is on DVD format 
and consists of six discs.  
Each disc contains six 30 minute lectures. The 
DVDs published in 2006 ere purchased from 
The Teaching Company.  
   The course is taught by Professor John J. 
Renton of West Virginia University. John 
Renton received his bachelor's degree in 
chemistry in 1956 from Waynesburg College in 
Pennsylvania. In 1959 he received a master's 
degree in geology from West Virginia 
University. Upon completion of a tour of 
military duty he returned to West Virginia 
University, where he was awarded the PhD in 
1963. The year Dr. Renton graduated, the 
Department of Geology decided to expand into 
the area of geochemistry and offered him a 
faculty position to do just that. He established 
and taught courses in aqueous geochemistry, 
instrumental analysis, coal geology, clay 
mineralogy, and coal geochemistry. 
Throughout his tenure, however, his favorite 
course has been introductory geology, which 
he has taught for 40 years. A more complete 
introduction of 
Dr. Renton will be sent with each program loan 
request. 
   The CFMS Program Library will loan the six 
discs, one at a time, upon request. 
So when you request a disc, you will be getting 
six lectures each approximately 30 minutes 
long. Although it would probably be best to 
start with disc one as a base, the discs can be 
viewed in any order, similar to the library's 
"Earth Revealed" 
series (V-69  through V-94 ).   

   Following is the CFMS Library loan order 
number and a description by title of each disc 
of the lecture series - "The Nature of Earth: An 
Introduction to  
Geology," 36 lectures by Professor John J. 
Renton, West Virginia University, produced in 
2006 by The Teaching Company. 
DVD -  16, Disc 1, six 30 minute lectures on 
the following subjects: (1) Origin of the 
Universe; (2) Origin of the Solar system; (3) 
Continental Drift; (4) Plate Tectonics; (5)  The 
Formation of Minerals; (6) Classification of 
Minerals. 
DVD - 17, Disc 2, six 30 minute lectures on the 
following subjects: (7) The Identification of  
Minerals; (8) Kinds of Rocks; (9) Sedimentary 
Rocks;  (10) Metamorphic Rocks; (11) Volcanic 
Activity; (12) Phases of Volcanic Activity. 
DVD - 18, Disc 3, six 30 minute lectures on the 
following subjects: (13) The Hawaiian Islands 
and Yellowstone Park; (14) Mass Wasting - 
Gravity at Work; (15) Mass Wasting 
Processes; (16) Weathering; (17) Soils and the 
Clay Minerals; 
(18) Climate and the Type of Soils. 
DVD - 19, Disc 4, six 30 minute lectures on the 
following subjects: (19) Streams - The Major 
Agent of Erosion; (20) Sculpting of the 
Landscape; (21) Stream Erosion in Arid 
Regions; (22) Ice Sculpts the Final Scene; (23) 
Groundwater; (24) The Production of 
Groundwater. 
DVD - 20,  Disc 5, six 30 minute lectures on 
the following subjects: (25) Karst 
Topography;  (26) Groundwater 
Contamination; (27) Rock  Deformation; (28) 
The Geologic Structures; (29) Faults and 
Joints; (30) Earthquakes. 
DVD - 21,  Disc 6, six 30 minute lectures on 
the following subjects: (31) Damage from 
Earthquakes; (32) Seismology; (33) The 
Formations of  Mountains; (34)  Orogenic 
Styles; (35) Economic Geology of Coal; (36) 
Economic Geology of Petroleum. 
   To order: Use the Library's standard loan 
ordering format and procedures found on the 
CFMS website or in the 2006 Library Catalog. 
Questions: Contact Bill or Sharon Gissler at 
408-241-0477 or wgissler@juno.com 
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TAX ADVISOR 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS - 2007 

 

 

Internal Revenue Service 

 

For societies that use a calendar year for financial 
records, Form 990 or 990EZ needs to be filed by 
May 15 unless gross revenues for 2006 are less than 
$25,000.  For fiscal year societies, file not later than 
four months and fifteen days after the end of the 
fiscal year.  If your society is a California 
corporation, I recommend you obtain Form 990EZ 
and complete it for possible attachment to the 
Registry of Charitable Trusts Form RRF-1.   

 

If the Internal Revenue Service sends you a form 
990 or 990EZ, you must complete it and mail the 
original to the Service even if gross revenues are 
less than $25,000.    

 

Franchise Tax Board 

 

For calendar year California non-profit 
corporations, Form 199 needs to be filed by May 15 
unless gross revenues for 2006 are less than 
$25,000.  As long as your gross revenues are less 
than $25,000 you needn’t file even if Form 199 is 
sent to you.   

 

Registry of Charitable Trusts 

 

California societies exempt from tax under I.R.C. 
Section 501(c)(7) are not generally required to 
report to the Registry of Charitable Trusts.  
However, unless a society obtains at least 85 
percent of its gross receipts from members, 
exemption under Section 501(c)(7) is not 
appropriate. 

 

For California societies that use a calendar year for 
financial records, the Form RRF-1 should be filed 
by May 15.  For societies that use a fiscal year, the 
Form RRF-1 should be filed not later than four 
months and fifteen days after the end of the fiscal 

year.  There is a graduated filing fee for gross 
revenues and assets less than $25,000 no fee is 
required.  Gross revenues or assets between 
$25,000 and $100,000 pay a $25.00 fee and 
between $100,000 and $250,000 a $50.00 fee.  A 
Form 990 or 990EZ must be attached to the Form 
RRF-1.   

 

Some California societies have not been receiving 
the Form RRF-1 even though it is required.  It is 
recommended that those societies have someone 
access the Attorney General’s website 
(www.ag.ca.gov/charities) to obtain the necessary 
instructions and form(s) to apply for registration 
with the Registry of Charitable Trusts.  There is a 
simplified form for registration of organizations 
with minor gross receipts and assets.  Once the 
Registry acts on the application for registration, a 
CT number will be assigned to your organization. 

 

Those California Societies that conduct raffles 
register with the Attorney General on form  

CT NRP-1.  The registration is for the period 9/1 
thru 8/31.  Reports of raffles must be filed on CT 
NRP – 2 on or before 9/1.   

 

 

Michael Kokinos, Tax Advisor 
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CFMS Endowment Fund 

 

The CFMS Endowment Fund was 
formed in 1987 to provide a stable 
source of income to financially assist the 
programs and services the CFMS 
provides to its members. All donations 
remain as principle and only earnings 
are available for distribution to CFMS. 

I am again conducting a fund raising 
sale at the CFMS show in Lancaster, 
June 15-17. I need donations of all 
kinds; rough material, polished material, 
fossils, minerals, jewelry, etc. 

Soon after the Endowment Fund was 
established, a CFMS pin was designed 
and 1000 pins were ordered for a fund 
raising project. There are still pins 
available and will be available for sale at 
the show, along with many club pins and 
CFMS show pins from past years. If 
anyone has pin collections, or even a 
few pins they no longer want, I will 
gladly accept them.  

The Endowment Fund has a large plaque 
honoring those who have made a 
substantial donation. To add your name 
to the plaque, make a donation of $100 
or more plus one dollar for each 
member. 

Ray Meisenheimer, Chair CFMS 
Endowment Fund 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AMERICAN FERATION/REGIONAL 
2007 SHOWS 

 
California Federation 

June 15-17 
Lancaster, Ca 

 
Eastern Federation 

October 6-7 
Newark, NY 

 
Midwestern Federation 

August 11-12 
Houghton, MI 

 
Northwestern Federation 

August 3-5 
Butte, MT 

 
Rocky Mountain Federation/AFMS 

June 5-10 
Roswell, NM 

 
AMERICAN FEDERATION/REGIONAL 

2008 SHOWS 
 

Eastern Federation 
February 23-24 
Jackson, MS 

 
MIDWESTERN FEDERATION 

June 20-22 
Lincoln, NE 

 
Northeastern Federation 

June 20-26 
Ontario, OR 

 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN FEDERATION 

October 31-November 2 
Tulsa, OK 

 
South Central Federation/AFMS 

September 25-28 
Humble, TX 

 
AMERICAN FEDERATION/REGIONAL 

2009 SHOWS 
 

Midwestern Federation 
May 16-17 
Berea, Oh 

 



 

APRIL 14-15: MARIPOSA, CA 
Mariposa Gem & Mineral Club 
Mariposa County Fairgrounds 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Peggy Ronning (209) 742-7625 
Email: mineralmuseum@sti.net 
Website: www.palosverdes.com/sblap 
 
 
APRIL 14-15; SAN JOSE, CA 
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 
334 Tully Road 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Marc Mullaney (408) 691-1584 
Email: geologistm@aol.com 
Website: www.scvgms.org 
 
APRIL 28-29; SANTA CRUZ, CA 
Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society 
Civic Auditorium @ Center & Church Sts. 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Eleanor & Hubert Drake (831) 688-8086 
Email: hmdrake@pacbell.net 
 
MAY 4, 5, 6; BISHOP, CA 
Lone Pine Gem & Mineral Society 
Tri County Fairgrounds 
Sierra Street & Fair Drive 
Hours: Fri. 5PM – 9PM 
Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-3 
Francis Pedneau (760) 876-4319 
Jeff Lines (760) 937-4498 
 
MAY 12-13: RENO, NEVADA 
Reno Gem & Mineral Society 
Reno Livestock Events Center 
1350 N. Wells Ave. 
Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 
John Peterson (775) 356-8820 
Website: renorockclub.com 
 
MAY 18-20; REDDING , CA 
Superior California Gem & Mineral Association 
Shasta County Fairgrounds, Anderson, CA 
Hours: Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4 
Bill Seward (530) 365-8641 
 
May 19-20; Newbury Park, CA 
Conejo Vally Gem & Mineral Club 
Borchard Park 
190 Reino Rd. Newbury Park, CA 
Hours: Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4:30 
Robert Sankovich 
805-494-7734 
E-mail: rmsorca@adelphia.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 19-20; YUCAIPA, CA 
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society 
Yucaipa Community Center 
34900 Oak Glen Road 
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4 
Bill Jochimsen 
Email: bjm2285@aol.com 
Website: 
mysite.verizon.net/Yucaipa 
Gem/103.html 
 
May 19-20; Newbury Park, CA 
Conejo Vally Gem & Mineral Club 
Borchard Park 
190 Reino Rd. Newbury Park, CA 
Hours: Sat 9-5; Sun 10-4:30 
Robert Sankovich 
805-494-7734 
E-mail: rmsorca@adelphia.net 
 
MAY 26-27-28: WEAVERVILLE, 
CA 
Trinity Gem & Mineral Society 
Lowden Park; 550 Washington 
St. 
Hours: Sat & Sun 10-5 Mon 10-4 
Jack Renewing 778-3786 
Jim Robertson 623-3493 
 
JUNE 2-3; GLENDORA, CA 
Glendora Gems 
859 E. Sierra Madre 
Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4 
Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638 
Email: Ybidwell2@aol.com 
 
JUNE 2-3; LA HABRA, CA 
North Orange County Gem & 
Mineral Society 
La Habra Community Center 
101 W. La Habra Blvd. 
Hours: 9-5 both days 
Don Warthen (626) 330-8974 
Email: warthen@earthlink.net 
JUNE 15, 16, 17; LANCASTER, 
CA 
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club 
50 years of Rock N’ Gems 
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds 
Hwy. 14, exit Ave. H 
Hours: 9-5 daily 
John & Susie Martin (661) 916-
9479 
Website: pgmc@antelecom.net 
 
AUGUST 3-5; NIPOMO, CA 
Orcutt Mineral Society 
St. Joseph Church 
298 S. Thompson Ave. 
Wes Lingerfelt, (805) 929-3788 
 
 

AUGUST 31-SEPT. 3: FORT BRAGG, CA 
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society 
Town Hall, Main & Laural 
Hours: Fri., Sat., & Sun. 10-6 Mon. 10-4 
Don McDonell (707) 964-3116 
643 N. Mc Pherson, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 
 
OCTOBER 7; FALLBROOK, CA 
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society 
Fall Festival of Gems 
FGMS Museum @ 123 W. Alvarado 
Hours: 10-4 
Mary Fong-Walker (760) 723-3484 
Email: mrwizard@tfb.com 
Website: FGMS ORG/organization/org-
locations/html 
 
OCTOBER 13-14; GRASS VALLEY, CA 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 
“Earth’s Treasures” 
Nevada County Fairgrounds 
11228 McCourtney Road 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Cliff Swenson (530) 272-3752 
 
OCTOBER 20-21; ANDERSON, CA 
Shasta Gem & Mineral Society 
Shasta District Fairgrounds 
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4 
Bill Seward (530) 365-8641 
 
OCTOBER 20-21; PLACERVILLE, CA 
El Dorado County Mineral & Gem Society 
El Dorado County Fairgrounds 
100 Placerville Drive 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Jackie Cerrato (530) 677-2975 
Email: jacbobcer@directcon.net 
Website: eldoradomineralandgem.org 
 
NOVEMBER 3-4; CONCORD, CA 
Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society 
Centre Concord, 5298 Clayton Rd. 
Hours: 10-5 both days 
Sam Woolsey (925) 837-3287 
 
NOVEMBER 10-11; YUBA CITY, CA 
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society 
“Festival of Gems” 
Grace Franklin Hall 
442 Franklin Avenue 
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4 
Cliff Swenson (530) 272-3752 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club Celebrates 
50 Years of Rock N’ Gems  

Hosts of the 
California Federation of Mineralogical 

Societies Tri State Convention 
June 15, 16, 17, 2007 

Antelope Valley Fairgrounds 
Lancaster, California Hwy 14 Exit Ave. H 

9:00 am to 5:00 pm Daily 

CFMS SHOWS AND EVENTS 
We will put in all shows and events sponsored by a 

CFMS Club or Society and open to other 
club/societies. Please let me know as soon as you 

have a date for your event. 
IT MUST BE IN WRITING 
Isabella Burns, Show Dates 

1038 Bradshawe Ave; Monterey Park, CA 91754 
E-mail <isnbll@aol.com> 



 

C.F.M.S. NEWSLETTER 
CJ Quitoriano, Editor 
 
 
Pat LaRue 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
PO Box 1657 
Rialto, CA 92377-1657 
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