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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Juanita Pardun

Hi! 

First thing, I am continuously tired. 
Been working on a half-acre and
helping my partially disabled daughter

and her children. Jim Barton (first vice president) is ill and
Kimberly Fiala (second vice president) lost her mother.  
Bob (treasurer) is doing better.  Heidi Hall is doing great,
thank heaven.  No one has Covid 19 and all have shots.  I
hope everyone out there have gotten their shots and are
doing well.

Secondly, I have been fielding calls from societies having
internal problems.  I will make this brief; I do not demand
anything of a society except common sense.  If what you are
doing or saying is not for the good of your society, you
should not be doing it.  If one member of the society is
harassing another member, who now wants to sue, then they
have a personal problem.  This is not covered by the
Federation general liability insurance. 

Thirdly, Cooperation is the name of the game.  Everybody
has someone they don’t like.  Everybody can think of ways
of doing something better.  But nobody wants to be
responsible for the final word.  If you don’t like what your
Board is doing, step up to the plate, and run for an office or
position.   VOLUNTEER.   Don’t ENGINEER.

Is your Federation Director going to the annual business
meeting in November?  Why not?  The Federation needs
each and every one of you to participate in the operations of
the Federation.   We are working on carpooling, room
sharing, RV parking, etc.

We are currently looking for a Treasurer for next year,
Bulletin Aids, Field Trip South, and there will be others. 

The Facility Development Committee has been made
permanent.  After all Camp Paradise has been threatened
twice with fires.  XXYZZ may have problems with
accommodating us.  Our records and collections are kept in
a storage unit.  This is a 20 year project.  Please let me know

your thoughts.

 Juanita 
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CFMS INSURANCE CONTACTS

McDaniel Insurance Services

PO Box 1294, Ojai, CA 93024

Tel (805) 646-9948 or (800) 400-7288

Fax (805) 646-9976; email: mcins@west.net

Web Site: www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com

Ellen Ferrell

1392 Bouquet Dr. #A

Upland, CA 91786-3358

(727) 512-0381

ellenbf2007@aol.com

CFMS NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

CFMS Newsletter is published 11 times a year by the

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., PO

Box 1657, Rialto, CA 92377-1657.  Subscription: $5.50

per year, January through December. 

CFMS WEBSITE

The CFMS website is accessible at www.cfmsinc.org 

Editors are invited to download articles for their bulletins

from this website.  Please be patient as our webmaster

builds our website.

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for the newsletter is the 5  day of the monthth

prior to the month of publication.  Articles should be sent

to the editor at bplarue@earthlink.net.   “snail mail”?

Please send to the CFMS PO Box 1657, Rialto, CA

92377-1657.  Articles without a byline are written by the

editor.

DONATIONS

Donations to any of the funds administered by CFMS

and/or AFMS are tax deductible under the rules

governing tax exempt organizations which are 501(c)(3). 

Your cancelled check or receipt is considered to be proof

of your donation for purposes of filing your federal tax

return.  If a personal donation is $250 or more, a letter

attesting to that amount is also required.  Member clubs

and individuals are encouraged to donate to any of the

following:

CFMS Scholarship Fund

CFMS Endowment Fund

CFMS General Fund

Diedrick Memorial Scholarship Fund

AFMS Scholarship Foundation

AFMS Endowment Fund

Burns Memorial Camp Fund (benefits Earth Science

Studies)

Your donations should be sent to:

Pat LaRue, Exec. Sec/Treas

PO Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657

Receipts and any supporting documents will be

forwarded on to the committee member responsible for

acknowledgment.  Please make all checks payable to

CFMS or AFMS as appropriate and note the fund in the

memo section.

CALL FOR MEETING REPORTS
By Pat LaRue, Exec Sec/Treas

The Fall Business Meeting will be here before we know

it.  This is a reminder that I will need the Chairmens’

reports for the Directors Packet no later than November

3.  Office Max which does the copies requires a 48 hour

turn around on copy jobs and it takes more than a few

minutes to prepare the packets for distribution.   If unable

to meet this deadline, you may bring your report to the

meeting.  75 copies are recommended.

A special mailing will go out to all Directors and

Chairmen approximately 30 days prior to the meeting

which will contain the proposed budget for 2022, a

registration slip and the minutes of the June Directors

meeting.  As in the past, I do not mail unclaimed packets

to those members who do not have a Director at the

meeting.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sept 5. . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline for Oct newsletter

Oct 5. . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline for Nov newsletter

Aug 22-27. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Paradise

Aug 29- Sept 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Camp Paradise

Nov 3. . . . Deadline for Directors packet Reports

Nov 12-14. . . . . Fall Business Meeting–Visalia

2

mailto:mcins@west.net
http://www.mcdanielinsuranceservices.com
mailto:fred@fredott.net
http://www.cfmsinc.org
mailto:bplarue@earthlink.net


 CFMS Newsletter September 2021

CFMS FALL BUSINESS MEETING
By Pat LaRue, Exec Sec/Treas

The annual Fall Business Meeting and election of 2022

Officers will be held November 12-14, 2021 at the

Wyndham–Visalia, off Hwy 198 in Visalia, CA.  For

those who have not been to this location in the past, take

Hwy 198 exit east from Hwy 99.  You will see the hotel

located just south of the first off ramp past the airport.  

Room reservations can be made by phone at (559) 651-

5000.  To receive the special CFMS rate of $99 per night,

tell them you are with CFMS.  Cut-off date for this price

is October 29, 2021.  The first night’s deposit or

guarantee by credit card must accompany your

reservation.  Do not make reservations through the

website; call them directly. 

An informal Cracker Barrel will be held Friday evening

at 7:30 p.m.  As in the past, hotel policy forbids our

bringing snack foods to any of the meetings.  The

Business Meeting will be called to order on Saturday,

November 13, at 9 a.m.   Join us at the Banquet that

Saturday evening.   President-elect Jim Barton will have

a brief meeting of his 2022 committee chairpersons on

Sunday a.m., time to be announced.

Banquet Menu
Lemon Pepper Chicken

Marinated and Grilled 6 Oz Breast of Chicken Served in

a White Wine Sauce with Lemon, Shallots and

Peppercorns

Roasted Red Potatoes

Baby Carrots

Mixed Baby Greens Salad

Dinner Rolls with Butter

New York Style Cheesecake

$40 tax and gratuity included.  

Vegetarian and gluten free options available upon

request.

Make banquet reservations by November 5, 2021. 

Mail your check payable to CFMS to:

CFMS

PO Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657

Make a guest room reservation under the following block:

CA FEDERATION MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY on

November 12-14, 2021, $99+ (12.19% tax) room rate on

standard rooms.

You can call the following and mention your date, and

block name:

(559) 651-5000

Or go to:

www.wyndham.com

1.  Enter dates

2.  Click on “special rates and codes”

3.  Click on “group code”

4.  Enter 111121CAL

Please reserve no later than October 29, 2021.  Cancel at

no penalty by 4 pm one day prior to arrival if needed, to

avoid one night’s room/tax penalty.

Yes, you’re reading this correctly.  We are planning to

return to our traditional “in person” meeting at Visalia. 

Being at the AFMS meeting in Wyoming brought home

the fact that Zoom might be fine in a pinch, but there’s no

substitute for a good old fashioned face to face get

together.   

At the recent Long Range meeting, it was suggested that

those who are concerned about cost might consider car

pooling if workable.  Many members (at least in the past)

chose to share a room.  The hotel still allows self

contained RV parking at the rear of the buildings.  This is

just something to think about.

Many of the clubs do offer some amount of assistance to

their Director to help defray cost.  I’ve seen this range

from providing a small amount to help pay for gas to

larger amounts which cover most of the cost of the hotel

and even the Saturday evening banquet.  Talk to your

club to see if they can provide this type of assistance.   

 If you haven’t attended a Federation Directors meeting

in the past or it has been some time (pandemic not

withstanding) since you’ve come to one, we’d love to see

you.  You’ll meet some new people, get reacquainted

with others and get the opportunity to swap stories and

experiences with your fellow “rockhounds”.  
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JUNIORS ACTIVITIES
By Jim Brace-Thompson, CFMS

Juniors Chair

CFMS Junior Achievement

Award

Last month, I reported results of our very first CFMS

Junior Achievement Award, and I posted a photo of

Valerie Churchill (Ventura Gem & Mineral Society),

who won 1st Place in the Pebble Pups division (age 11

and under).  This month, I am pleased to post a photo

of Jaiden Smith (Mother Lode Mineral Society), who

won 1st Place for the Junior Members division (age 12-

18).  I regret we were not able to present these awards

in-person at our Annual CFMS Show & Convention

due to the pandemic, but I am pleased to include these

photos of our winning kids within the pages of our

newsletter.

  

Photo:  Jaiden Smith proudly holds his CFMS Junior

Achievement Award certificate and $100 check. 

(Photo courtesy of Jaiden Smith family.)

This will be an annual competition, so we encourage

Pebble Pups and Junior Members all across the CFMS

to enter.  The contest awards a certificate and $100 cash

payment to outstanding junior members who submit an

application detailing efforts in four areas:  hobby- and

club-related, education, community involvement, and

work-related.  Before year’s end, I will announce full

details and rules in the pages of this newsletter and on

the CFMS website.  Let’s do all we can to acknowledge

and honor the efforts and achievements of our

enthusiastic and creative kids!

AFMS Juniors Mascot and Oath Contests

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

Future Rockhounds of America (AFMS/FRA) 

announces two new contests.  One is for an official

mascot to represent kids enrolled in the AFMS/FRA

program.  The other is for an oath that newly enrolling

kids would take.  Winners of each contest will earn

$100 and a Certificate-of-Achievement from AFMS

and will have their accomplishments posted to the

AFMS website.  Kids participating in these contests

must be members of local clubs or societies holding an

affiliation with AFMS via one of the seven regional

federations.  Please note that both the winning Mascot

and Oath will become full and complete property of

AFMS in perpetuity.

AFMS Juniors Mascot Contest.

The Bald Eagle has long represented the United States

of America.  Smokey Bear is an icon of the U.S. Forest

Service.  Mr. Peanut has represented the Planters

Peanut brand for over 100 years.  The Walt Disney

Company is instantly known by Mickey and Minnie

Mouse.

Can you suggest a mascot to represent the AFMS

Future Rockhounds of America kids programs?  How

would you, yourself, like to be represented?  By a

“Rockhound puppy”?  By a “Mr. or Ms. Crystal”?  By

“Dinny the Dinosaur” or some other fossil?  By

something else altogether??  Send your suggestion

along with an original design.  Who knows?  Perhaps

that design will be represented on the AFMS/FRA

website and on a badge issued to all kids participating

in the program in years to come!

If you would like to enter this contest, here are the

rules:

1. Come up with a suggested mascot and explain the

reason behind your suggestion in a cover letter.  That

letter also should include your name, age, the rock club

you belong to, and the name of the leader of your

juniors group and/or club.  Also include full contact

information of your parents or legal guardians:  name/s,

address, phone, email address.

2. Prepare and send a design in color on letter-size

paper (8.5 X 11 inches) illustrating your mascot.  You

can use pencil, pen, crayons, markers, or computer-

generated art.  Be sure not to include any copyrighted

images in your design.

3. A parent of legal guardian must sign the drawing on

the back and state whether they will allow you to have

your full name disclosed in the AFMS newsletter and 
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website or just a first name in the event that your design

is chosen.

4. Send a letter explaining your mascot, along with

your design, to Jim Brace-Thompson, 7319 Eisenhower

Street, Ventura, CA 93003.  Alternatively, you may

email both your letter and a pdf of your design to Jim at

jbraceth@roadrunner.com, along with a scan of the

parental approval statement and signature.

Please note that once the winning design is accepted, it

may be modified for badge manufacturing or other

publishing or processing specifications.

AFMS Juniors Oath Contest.

Many countries, associations, organizations, and other

groups ask folks to make a pledge when becoming a

member.  For instance, immigrants to the United States

are asked to devote themselves to their new country and

to take the Pledge of Allegiance.  Kids joining Boy

Scouts of America are asked to take the following oath

and promise:  “On my honor, I will do my best to do

my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout

Law; to help other people at all times; to keep myself

physically strong, mentally awake and morally

straight.”  Even U.S. Presidents are required to take the

Oath of Office:  “I do solemnly swear that I will

faithfully execute the Office of President of the United

States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve,

protect and defend the Constitution of the United

States.”

In 50 words or less, what do you suggest as an oath or

pledge for kids joining the AFMS/FRA program?

If you would like to enter this contest, here are the

rules:

1. Prepare an oath consisting of 50 words or less.

2. Include a cover letter telling why you think this oath

is appropriate.  That letter also should include your

name, age, the rock club you belong to, and the name

of the leader of your juniors group and/or club.  Also

include full contact information of your parents or legal

guardians:  name/s, address, phone, email address.

3. A parent of legal guardian must sign on the back the

paper containing your oath and state whether they will

allow you to have your full name disclosed in the

AFMS newsletter and website or just a first name in the

event that your oath is chosen.

4. Send your suggested oath and cover letter to Jim

Brace-Thompson, 7319 Eisenhower Street, Ventura,

CA 93003 or email your oath and letter to 

jbraceth@roadrunner.com along with a scan of the

parental approval statement and signature.

Please note that the winning oath may be modified; for

instance, for length, grammatical, or other

considerations.

Deadline.

The deadline for both the Mascot contest and the Oath

contest were originally December 1, 2021, but we have

extended this to May 1, 2022 to allow more time for

more participants.  Winners will be announced at the

very next AFMS Show & Convention, currently

scheduled for October 22, 2022 in New Orleans. 

Here’s hoping to see your suggested mascot and oath! 

Best wishes to all entrants!

SAFETY–COMMUNICATION
By Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Chair

Why is communication a matter of safety? Sometimes

it is not a matter that communication is needed but

what method of communication would be most

effective.  It used to be a club's bulletin distributed the

word regarding safety matters.  Things have changed.

Now we have an instant age where communication is,

shall we say, a bit faster.  I get it; it's how we live

now-a-days.  Faster is better.  But it's only better if the

message gets to where it needs to go and in a timely

manner. 

It used to be that most folks had a land line telephone

for such messages.  Telephones still serve that purpose;

however, while some people still have land lines, one

can't take it (a land line) with one.   How does your

club contact its members in an emergency? One can

start with land line and cell phone calls.  Instead, some

members may prefer internet options - FacePage,

Yahoot, Gaggle, Tweeting, Link-Out, Skype, D-Mail,

Snap Chat, Texting, WhatsDown, …whatever.  Say one

member uses Yahoot exclusively, and another only

Face Page, and a third only Tweets? Does your club

have a list of the internet contact preferences for each

member's household, or a reliable cell number?

Is it really necessary to have an emergency contact

method for each and every member household? Well,

maybe, maybe not.  How often might such a list be

needed? The answer to that is easy- hopefully as

seldom as possible. Most reasons for contacting 
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members are usually not urgent.  The main reason for

making note of the many ways to contact members is to 

raise the 'what if' awareness.  Having many options for

contacting members is great. However, the one charged

with doing the contacting needs to have access to all

those many internet options as well.  One answer to that

is to have several people as contactors - each

knowledgeable with several internet options. Another

answer is to utilize a super-connected internet expert. In

an internet-connected world it's good to have options.

Be safe out there on the internet and with Covid-19.  Be

safe with doing what we need to do to manage in this

ever changing world and its new normal. Your safety

matters.

From AFMS Newsletter, Sept 2020

TURNING TO THE BEAUTY—ROCKS 
By Jennifer Haley, AFMS Historian

The Lapidary Arts and Crafts movement of our hobby

has long been a joy in our lives.  For all of us, no matter

what our age, the fascinating world of rocks and

minerals draws us to a life-long adventure, to

exploreand discover more of their beauty. Our

companionship with rocks and minerals is like a

constant friend.  We always feel good when we are

around them, and we have such a good time working

with them.

If you are looking for inspiration and new ideas, it’s

there more than ever.  It used to be, you could only find

a sewing fabric in a brown river-pebble design, which

was really wonderful at the time because that’s all there

was.  Now, there are quilting cottons and upholstery

fabrics in gorgeous patterns of agate, geode and many

others to sooth our rockhounding souls.  If you are into

dinosaurs, or know someone who is, there are new

fabric designs in those themes too.

People who love to bake and are into cake decorating in

rockhound themes are making spectacular cakes with

amethyst geode crevices, and 3D dinosaur cookies.

Mail order catalogs are selling more rock-themed

décor, as people are leaning towards bringing the

outdoors into the habitats of their homes and offices.

Some hotels are rethinking their interior design look,

and leaning towards installing giant natural

quartz-point chandeliers, and decorating their halls and 

guest rooms with geode wall sconces and polished

geode slabs within frames.

Sometimes something new and exciting happens when

you least expect it, especially during times like the

pandemic we’ve been experiencing. What I have been

observing during lockdown, through reading

mainstream news articles and listening to reports of

rock and gem shows, is that there is a momentum

growing within the United States.  People are turning to

the landscapes and geology of public lands to find a

new feeling of kinship in their lives.  More people are

finding that connection in a personal exploration in the

curiosity of the historical mysteries and uses of rocks

and gems, often referred to as the metaphysical.

The timing couldn’t be better for us as societies to

experience a new resurgence in the number of people

discovering there are rock and gem clubs.  Just imagine

what it will be like for a family or a person who has

always picked up a rock from the ground as a memento

of their vacation or camping trip, to discover there are

rock clubs with interesting programs, wonderful people

and field trips.  Imagine the excitement those guests

and children will feel when they find out the rock they

picked up has quite a story to tell based on its geology.

And imagine what it will be like for a person who is

exploring the metaphysical aspect of rocks and gems to

discover there are clubs with friendly members, and

guided field trips where they can find their own special

stone and learn about it in geology terms.

Get your welcoming society doors ready for when

people can begin to meet together again.  People are not

only looking for the connection your societies have to

offer, they are also craving it more than ever.  You just

have to work on letting them know you are here.

From AFMS Newsletter, June 2021
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The new University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum at the Historic
Pima County Courthouse, is Now Open!

By Steve Kaminski, Mineralogical Society of Arizona

A new gem, and mineral museum has opened in

Tucson, Arizona.  The University of Arizona

Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum

(UAANGMM) is located within the historic

Pima County Courthouse,an iconic and historic

building of magnificent Spanish Revival

architecture in the heart of Tucson.

Following the completion of a $13.5 Million

renovation and buildout project, UAANGMM is

dedicated to providing public education, the

curation of minerals, gems, fossils and

meteorites while also serving the research needs

of professionals, students and collectors. The

collection is literally universal in scope, but

with specific emphasis on minerals from

Arizona and Mexico.  Eric Fritz is the

museum’s Director.

Previously housed in the basement of the UofA’s

Flandrau Science Center and Planetarium, the UArizona

mineral collection has a new home with 12,000 square

feet exhibit space.  The Flandrau will continue with new

exhib its  featu ring specim ens on  loan  from

UAANGMM.  UAANGMM adds an exciting element

to the TucsonGem, Mineral and Fossil Showcase which

occurs in late January and early February.  Of course,

the museum will attract attention year-round.  The

museum space will not only be exhibiting world-class

minerals, gems and jewelry, but also provide immersive

activities, graphics and videos as well as interactive

experiences.  The visitor experience will be enhanced

by the integrated exhibits highlighting research from the

UArizona gem science and mineralogy programs.

Above Right: The Pima County Courthouse,

Lower left: Director Eric Fritz of the University of Arizona

Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum.

Courtesy of the University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem

and Mineral Museum.
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UAANGMM will have four major exhibit areas; each will change on a regular basis. The four primary areas are: a

Mineral Evolution Gallery, an Arizona-Mexico Gallery; a crystal interactive lab; and a Gem Gallery.  In addition to

the public museum space, an additional 9,000 square feet on the lower level of the courthouse will be dedicated to a

reference library, research lab, and community classroom.  

UAANGMM’s first gallery, the Mineral Evolution Gallery will explore and expand on the

developing theories around the story of our planet’s mineral evolution. The exhibit will

chronologically explore how the solar system formed and minerals have co-evolved on

earth alongside life over time. This scientific theory is a supported by NASA space

research.

Rendering of the Planetary Evolution Hall inside of the University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum.

Courtesy of the University of Arizona

Similar to other rocky planets in our solar system and

meteorites, Earth started with around 60 minerals. Earth

is now home to over 5,600 minerals and the count

continues. The museum will tell the story of how this

happened. The expression of this story will touch on

many topics, including, the interaction of life and

oxygen and changes that followed the emergence of the

new minerals.

The Arizona and Mexico gallery, will feature the

unique mineralogy of the region, highlighting Arizona’s

mining roots.  One section of the exhibit will be

modeled after a recreated stope within the Copper

Queen Mine in Bisbee which will showcase some of the

minerals that were mined during the early workings. 

The stope design was based on the contributions of

Dick Graeme III (the expert Bisbee mineral collector,

historian and miner) and his family.
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A rendering of Bisbee-Azurite stope inside the University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum. Courtesy of

the University of Arizona

“We’re telling the story of mining and how the copper mined in Bisbee basically set up the United States for the

Industrial Revolution,” Fritz said. “Without that, we wouldn’t have had power and telecommunications.” Copper

was mined here before Arizona before became a state. “...copper helped make this the last contiguous state in the

U.S.”

In the Crystal Lab, visitors will have a chance to alter the crystal structure to cause a change in color in quartz,

sapphire, or diamond. “For example, if you start with a clear quartz and add a little bit of iron, you’ll end up with

amethyst,” Fritz said. “So, they’ll actually learn while doing something pretty cool.”

R end er ing  o f

the Crystal Lab

inside of the

U niversity o f

Arizona Alfie

Norville Gem

and Mineral

M u s e u m .

Courtesy of the

U niversity o f

Arizona

9



 CFMS Newsletter September 2021

The final exhibit, the Gemstone Gallery and Treasury, will showcase minerals that have been manipulated by

humans and turned into jewelry, carvings and works of art, demonstrating human-kind’s innate appreciation for

natural beauty.  The Treasury resides in the center of the gallery and displays a collection of minerals, jewelry and

gemstones from all over the world.  The majority of displays showcased in the treasury are on loan from the

Somewhere in the Rainbow, a gem and jewelry private collection from Phoenix.  The UArizona Department of

Geosciences is offering a new track as the result of an endowed chair in gem science, funded by The RealReal. The

gem science track is preparing students for careers in the gem trade.  The University begins teaching classes in the

program this Fall 2021. Eric Fritz and museum Assistant Curator Susan Leib will co-instructing the first

undergraduate course.   The upgraded mineral museum will contribute to the new gem sciences track, providing

opportunities for students to study in the museum’s labs and classrooms.  According to Fritz, “The hope is that the

classroom in the lower level will become the gem science classroom for students.”  Museum leaders are also hoping

to make these areas available to school groups and local organizations to increase interest in gem sciences and

mineralogy throughout the community.

Rendering of the Treasury inside of the University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum.

Courtesy of the University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem and Mineral Museum.

IT’S OPEN

The University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum is now open with Summer Hours. Visit

Monday-Friday from 10am-2pm (summer hours).  Last Tickets sold at 1pm.  The museum will open from Monday-

Friday 10am-4pm starting on August 23th.  Purchase tickets in-person at 115 N Church Ave, Tucson, AZ, 85701.

Information can be found at: https://gemandmineralmuseum.arizona.edu/

Thanks to Eric Fritz, Selena Gabriella Valencia and W. Lesley Presmyk for their review and comments.

References:

UA's planned new gem and mineral museum downtown aims to enrich Tucson community; Alfie Norville Gem &

Mineral Museum, Nov. 1, 2019; https://gemandmineralmuseum.arizona.edu/news/2019/11/uas-planned-new-gem-

andmineral-museum-downtown

UArizona Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum is One Step Closer to Opening; Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral

Museum, Feb. 17, 2021; https://news.arizona.edu/story/uarizona-alfie-norville-gem-mineral-museum-one-

stepcloser-opening

Photos provided by University of Arizona Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum Media

contact: Selena Valencia, Alfie Norville Gem & Mineral Museum, 520-621-7320,

selenavalencia@arizona.edu
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CFMS SHOW DATES
Shows and Events

 Sponsored by

 CFMS Clubs & Societies! 

Please submit your

  Show or Event as soon as possible

to receive maximum advertising value!

Email to:

SHOW DATES

Use the Online Show Form

at www.cfmsinc.org  

(click on Shows)

You should receive a confirmation 

within 5 days after submitting your

Show Date information!

****Please check the Society
Website before planning on
attending a show.   Stay healthy and
safe where ever you are.
Sincerely, Jennifer Rhodes

2021

September 11-12; Reno, NV
(CORRECTED DATES)
The Reno Gem & Mineral Society, Inc
Jackpot of Gems
Reno Convention Center
4390 S. Virginia St
Hours: Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4
Contact: Dan Ellis
Email: sailondan55@aol.com
Website: www.renogms.org

September 18-19, Chico, CA
Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society
Feather River Show
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds
2357 Fair Street
Hours: Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4
Contact: Manual Garcia, 530-586-7052
Email: N/A
Website: www.featherriverrocks.org

September 24-26; Apple Valley, CA
Victor Valley Gem and Mineral Club
45  Annual Stoddard Wells Rockhound Tailgateth

Dale Evans Parkway and Stoddard Wells Rd
Hours: 9-5 daily
Contact: Dwayna Barron, 909-234-5533
Email: dwayna.barron@gmail.com
Website:www.vvgmc.org

October 1-3; Vista, CA
Vista Gem and Mineral Society
Vista Gem and Mineral Open Air Market
Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum
2040 N. Santa Fe Ave
Hours: 10-5 Fri and Sat, 10-4 Sun
Contact: Jessica Harner, 760-214-8770
Email: vistarocksgms@gmail.com
Website:www.vistarocks.org

October 2-3; Grass Valley, CA
Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society
54  Annual Earth’s Treasurers Showth

Nevada County Fairgrounds, Main Street
Center
11228 McCourtney Road
Hours: Sat 10-5 Sun 10-4
Contact: Mitchell Frank Van Hecke 
Email: 4vanclan5@att.net
Website: http://ncgms.org

October 8, 9, 10, 11 Clovis, CA
Central Valley Gem & Mineral 
Clovis Rodeo Grounds
445 Rodeo Dr
Hours: Fri, Sat, Sun 10-5; Mon 10-4
Contact: Daniel Bolm, 708-821-7575
Email: danielbolm096@gmail.com
Website: http://www.fgms.us/

October 9; Antioch, CA
Antioch Lapidary Club 
Antioch Lapidary Club’s Annual Aritsan
Jewelry and Rock Sale
Antioch Lapidary Club’s Clubhouse
425 Fulton Shipyard Road
Hours:  10-4
Contact: Victor McPherson, 925-240-
2954
Email: vicmcpherson@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.antiochlapidaryclub.com

October 9-10; Los Altos, CA
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society
One No San Antonio Rd
Hours: Daily 10-5
Contact: Steve Jobe 408-834-5384
Email: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.pggs.org

October 10, Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society
Annual Fall Festival of Gems
123 W. Alvarado St, parking lot,
 across the street from Fallbrook Gem and
Mineral Museum
Hours: 9-4
Contact: info@fgms.org

October 16-17, Placerville, CA
El Dorado County Mineral and Gem
Society
El Dorado County Fairgrounds
100 Placerville Drive
Hours: 10-5 Sat, 10-4 Sun
Contact: Jackie Cerrato, 530-676-2472
Website: www.eldoradomineralandgem.org

October 16-17 Santa Rosa, CA
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society
Santa Rosa Veterans Building
1351 Maple Ave
Hours: Sat 10-6, Sun 10-5
Contact: Janyce Vickers 707-217-0636
Email: santarosarockshow@hotmail.com
Website: http://www.srmgs.org

October 30-31, Mariposa, CA
Mariposa Gem & Mineral Club
Mountains of Minerals
Mariposa County Fairgrounds
5007 Fairgrounds Rd
Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
Contact: Meredith Meehan
Email: mgmc@sti.net
Website: www.mariposagemclub.org

November 6-7; Ridgecrest, CA
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society, Inc
Desert Empire Fairgrounds
520 South Richmond Road
Hours:  Daily 9-5
Contact: John De Rosa, 760-375-7905
Email: jfrocks@dslextreme.com
FIELD TRIP: Sunday Nov 7  at 9:00amth

November 13-14 , Yuba City, CA
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
29  Festival of Gems and Mineralsth

Yuba –Sutter Fairgrounds
442 Franklin Ave, Franklin Hall
Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
Contact: Karen Horita, 916-677-6696
Email: horita@comcast .net
Website: http://sutterbuttesgemmin.org

December 5;  Lake Elsinore, CA
Lake Elsinore Gem & Mineral Society
Rock ‘n Craft Festival
32097 Corydon Road
Hours: 10-4
Contact: John Frey 909-208-6956
Email: berylman50@aol.com

2022

January 15-16; Exeter, CA
Tule Gem and Mineral Society
Exeter Memorial Bldg
324 N. Kaweah
Contact: Edward Bolton; 559-802-6029
Email: ebolton523@gmail.com
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March 5-6; Ventura, CA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds
10 W Harbor Rd
Contact: Richard Slyker; 805-312-8467
Email: info@vgms.org
Website: www.vgms.org

March 12-13, Arcadia CA     
Pasadena Lapidary Society
“Inspiration Unearthed”, 62nd Annual
Tournament of Gems
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia
Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381
Email: ellenbf2007@aol.com
Website: pasadenalapidary.org

April 30-May 1; Anaheim, CA
Searchers Gem and Mineral Society
Address to be Announced
Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Kim Strange
Email: kimstrange01@gmail.com
Website: www.searchersrocks.org

National/Regional
Shows:

California Federation
2021 Show Cancelled
2022 April 22-24
Lancaster, CA 

Eastern Federation
2021 Cancelled
2022 September, Harrisburg,
PA

Midwest Federation
2021 September 10-12
Toledo, OH

Northwest Federation 

South Central Federation
AFMS 2022
October 7-9
New Orleans, LA

Southeast Federation

EACH CLUB/SOCIETY
SHOW 

SHOULD BE LISTED HERE
***********************

DON’T FORGET TO
UP-DATE YOUR CLUB
WEBSITE WITH YOUR

NEW SHOW DATE

Check for show links
at

www.cfmsinc.org/shows

REMINDER 
Advertise your Show in as many

Free locations as possible! 

1. Local newspapers 

2. Current events

sections! 

3. Local TV stations, 

4. Community

calendars!

5. Other Local Shows

Advertise your shows

in the Rock & Gem

Magazine!

www.rockngem.com/

showdate-submissions/

Send the information in

early so it’s published in

the magazine as well as

online.  
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2021 CFMS Officers, Chairmen and Committee Roster
   

PRESIDENT

Juanita Pardun

PO Box 67

Sheridan, CA 95681

(916) 292-2881

President.CFM S2021 at gmail.com

TREASURER

Bob Rush (Pat)

4862 Driver Rd

Valley Springs, CA 95252

(209) 772-9118

rocksbob at sbcglobal.net

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

Jim Barton (Darlene)               

1434 Hickory St.

Roseville, CA 95678-6701

(916) 847-7321

geologist1 at surewest.net

SECRETARY

Heidi Hall

9055 Trina Circle

Stagecoach, NV 89429

(707) 291-8904

hdafler at yahoo.com

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

Kimberly Fiala (Glenn)

3835 Argonaut St

Rocklin, CA 95677

(916) 412-0453

fialakimberly at yahoo.com

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/TREASURER

Pat LaRue (Bural)

PO Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657

(909) 874-5664

bplarue at earthlink.net

ALL AM ERICAN CLUB

Diane Cook (John)

PO Box 7727

Ventura, CA 93006

(805) 340-9026

johndianedaisy at yahoo.com

BULLETIN AIDS

Suzanne Webb

9895 Kerrydale Ct.

Reno, NV 89521

(775) 624-8446

rgms.bulletin at gmail.com

BY-LAW S

Tony Fender (Sandie)

2227 Crescent Dr.

Altadena, CA 91001-2113

(626) 807-5279

arhfender at gmail.com

CFM S CAB CASES - NORTH

Paul Rose (Jo Ann M aesi)

1505 Dix Street

San M ateo, CA 94401-3629

(650) 302-6684

1sarose at comcast.ent

CAB CASES - SOUTH

Chris Ward

17416 Stare St

Northridge CA 91325

(818) 439-0217

chris_ward678 at yahoo.com

CAB CASES - CENTRAL

Bob Papac

30081 Caddy Lane

Tehachapi, CA 93561-8550

(661) 821-7103

getback at csurfers.net

 

CFM S DIRECTORS TO AFM S

Juanita Pardun (see Pres))

Jim Barton ( See 1  VP)st

CFM S JURY OF AW ARDS

Kimberly Fiala, Chair (See 2  VP) nd

Juanita Pardun (See President)

M arcia Goetz (See Long Range Planning)

CFM S NEW SLETTER EDITOR

Pat LaRue (See Exec Sec/Treas)

CFM S REP TO AFM S

M argaret Kolaczyk (See Golden Bear)

CUSTODIAN

Jim Barton (See 1  VP)st

EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES

Tony and Sandie Fender, Chair (See Bylaws)

Sandi Kilcrease–Camp M gr North

                           Registrar

Audrey Harvey–Camp M gr South

                           Registrar

ELECTRONIC COM M UNICATIONS

Juanita Pardun (See Pres)

    

ENDOW M ENT FUND–CFM S 

Sharon Rogow, Chair (Bart Solomon)

PO Box 35078

Las Vegas, NV 89133-5078

(702) 499-0272

sharonrr at cox.net

Juanita Pardun (See Pres)

Jim Barton (see 1  VP)st

ENDOW M ENT FUND–AFM S

Heidi Hall

9055 Trina Circle

Stagecoach, NV 89429

(707) 291-8904

hdafler at yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS NORTH

Jim Barton (See1st VP)

FIELD TRIPS SOUTH

Bart Solomon (Sharon Rogow)

PO Box 35078

Las Vegas, NV 89133-5078

(702) 499-0272

sharonrr at cox.net

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COM M ITTEE

Bob Rush (See Treasurer)

Jim Barton (See 1  VP)st

Fred Ott (Susan)

GOLDEN BEAR

M argaret Kolaczyk 

144551 Shake Ridge Rd.

Volcano, CA 95689-9629

markolaczyk at gmail.com

Dick Pankey (Betty)

4310 Kingly Dr.

Pittsburg, CA 94556-6267

dickpankey at juno.com

 At

Bob Papac (See Cab Cases Cental)

Juanita Pardun (See Pres)

M arcia Goetz (See Long Range Planning)

HISTORIAN COM M ITTEE

Steve Collett, Chair

6021 Shandon Lane

Bakersfield, CA 93306

starmstr1 at bak.rr.com

M emorabilia–Susan M artin

Past Presidents Case–Sandie Fender

Photo Restoration— John M artin

 

INSURANCE

Ellen Ferrell

1392 Bouquet Dr. #A

Upland, CA 91786-3358

(727) 512-0381

ellenbf2007 at aol.com

INTERNET COM M ITTEE

Ben Shutman, webmaster

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES

Jim Brace-Thompson, chair  (Nancy)

7319 Eisenhower Street

Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 659-3577

jbraceth at roadrunner.com

 

LEGAL ADVISOR

OPEN

LONG RANGE PLANNING

M arcia Goetz, Chair (Joe) 

755 W. Dike S.

Glendora, CA 91740

(626) 260-7239

marciagoetz195 at gmail.com

All living CFM S Past Presidents

2021 Executive Committee

13

mailto:joenmar1@verizon.net
mailto:blackwolf@volcano.net
mailto:joenmar1@verizon.net
mailto:campbellsrocks@yahoo.com
mailto:fialakimberly@yahoo.com
mailto:plac@antelecom.net
mailto:geologist1@surewest.net
mailto:beauholland@centurytel.net
mailto:markolaczyk@gmail.com
mailto:jean@motherlodelaw.com
mailto:ladybuglane@napablogger.com


 CFMS Newsletter September 2021

M EM BERSHIP

Bob Rush , Chair (Pat) (See Treasurer)

Dick Pankey (Betty)

Fred Ott (Susan)

M USEUM  COM M ITTEE

Frank Van Hecke

14534 M umford Dr.

Grass Valley, CA 95945-7600

(530) 575-4252

4vanclan5 at att.net

NOM INATING COM M ITTEE

Susan Chaisson-Walblom, Chair

(661) 406-0143

slchaisson at yahoo.com

Colleen M cGann

Bob Knox

Dick Pankey

Don George

Alternate–fill as needed

OFFICERS & CHAIRM EN M ANUAL

M arcia Goetz (See Long Range Planning)

 

PARLIAM ENTARIAN

Tony Fender (See Earth Science Studies)

PHOTOGRAPHER

John M artin (see PLAC)

PROGRAM  AIDS

Emmy Lam

(818) 297-7132

CFM Sprogramaids at gmail.com

PUBLIC LANDS ADVISORY

John M artin, Chair (Susy)

1309 W Avenue L4

Lancaster, CA 93534-6942

(661) 942-8336 FAX (661) 945-2589

plac at antelecom.net

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR

Chris Ward (See Cab Cases South)

RULES COM M ITTEE

Jennifer Rhodes, Chair

8425 Mohawk Lane

Reno, NV 89506-9135

(775) 742-6831

rgmsdirector at yahoo.com

Sandie Fender (Tony) (See ESS)

Pat LaRue (See Exec Sec/Treas)

Jim Barton (See 1  VP)st

SAFETY COM M ITTEE

Joe Goetz (M aricia)

755 W. Dike St.

Glendora, CA 91740

(626)260-7239

joenmar1 at verizon.net

SCHOLARSHIP–AFM S

Pat LaRue (see Exec Sec/Treas)

SCHOLARSHIP–CFM S

Kimberly Fiala, Chair) (See 2  VP)nd

Executive Committee

SHOW  CONSULTANT–NORTH

OPEN

SHOW  CONSULTANT–SOUTH

Susan Chaisson-Walblom

(661) 406-0143

slchaisson at yahoo.com

SHOW  CHAIR–2021

Bob Rush (See Treasurer)

SHOW  DATES

Jennifer Rhodes

8425 M ohawk Lane

Reno, NV 89506-9135

(775) 742-6831

rgmsdirector at yahoo.com

TAX ADVISOR

Pat LaRue (see Exec Sec/Treas)

TROPHY COORDINATOR

Frank M ullaney

5705 Begonia Drive

San Jose, CA 95124-6535

(408) 691-2656

rockyfiv at gmail.com

VISUAL PROGRAM S

Sharon Rogow (Bart Solomon)

PO Box 35078

Las Vegas, NV 89133-2078

(702) 499-0272

sharonrr at cox.net

W EB SITE CONTEST

M erryan O’Neill 

PO Box 300

El Dorado, CA 95623

(530) 622-4229

logtown49 at gmail.com

AD HOC

FACILITY FUND

M argaret Kolaczyk, Chair (See Golden Bear)
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THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

ENDOWMENT FUND

Founded June 28, 1987 by CFMS Directors in Convention, Turlock, CA

The CFMS Endowment Fund was formed to provide a stable source of income to financially assist the programs and

services the CFMS provides to its members.  All donations remain as principal and only earnings are available for

distribution to the CFMS.  The Fund is open to receive most types of assets.  (Non-cash items will be converted to cash as

is prudent.  Donating depreciated assets offers a charitable tax deduction with capital gains tax.)

Fund Categories:

Patron Society: A Society or club having donated $100 plus $1 per member is given special recognition on a Patron

Honor Plaque that is on display during CFMS shows and other events.

Patron: A person (may be a couple) having donated $100 or more.  Also has name(s) posted on the Patron Honor Plaque

and receives a Booster pin.

Booster: A person having donated $25 to the Fund.  The Booster pin, which was designed by the late Chuck Davis, is

given to any person upon donating $25 to the Fund.

The Endowment Fund benefits the now generation and generations to come.  Join in and support the Earth Sciences by

sending in your check or pledge in support of the CFMS Endowment Fund.  

E_____________________________________________________________________________

Here is my check to the CFMS Endowment Fund for:

$5____ $10 ____ $15 ____ $20 ____ $25 ____ $50 ____ $100 ____ or $ _____

Pledge to donate $ _____ by December 31, 2021 or $_____ by ___________________________

Donation is _______ Individual _______ A memorial for _______________________________

Name: ___________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________ email: _______________________________

Mail to: CFMS

PO Box 1657

Rialto, CA 92377-1657

All gifts to the CFMS Endowment Fund are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES
Hosted by: Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club

        APRIL 22 - 24, 2022

         Antelope Valley Fairgrounds
              2551 W Avenue H

       Lancaster, CA 93536

 10 am – 5 pm Friday & Saturday 10 am – 4 pm Sunday
  

Educational Exhibits ! Demonstrators ! Dealers
Gems & Minerals ! Fossils ! Jewelry
Kid’s Activities ! Healing Stones ! Prizes
Silent Auction ! Field Trips ! Much More

FREE PARKING

Contact:  Susan Chaisson-Walblom   slchaisson@yahoo.com

mailto:markolaczyk@email.com
mailto:slchaisson@yahoo.com

